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AN EPISTLE OF THE TWELVE. 
From the “ Times and Seasons.” 
To the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 
in its various Branches and Conferences in Eu- 


rope,—Greeting! 

Beloved Brethren,— We feel it our 
privilege, and a duty we owe to the great 
and glorious cause in which we have en- 
listed, to communicate to you at this time 
some principles, which, if carried into ef- 
fect, will greatly facilitate the i 
condition of those who are struggli 
with poverty and distress, in this day 
when the usual means of support seem 
to be cut short, to the labouring classes, 
——— the depression that everywhere 
prevails in the general business mart of 
the civilized world. 

Our situation is such in these last days; 
our salvation spiritually, is so connected 
with our salvation temporally, that if one 
fail, the other necessarily must be seri- 
a affected if not wholly destroyed. 

has made us social beings: he has 
endowed us with capacities for enjoying 
each others society, and it is our duty to 
bring those powers and privileges into 
exercise, so far as we can in; and for 
this it is our duty to strive, by all lawful 
and expedient measures within our reach. 
While we remain in this state of exis- 
tence, we need food and raiment, habita- 
tions and society; and without these, our 
enjoyments must be greatly limited, and 
the real object of our existence diminish- 
ed, if not wholly destroyed. Though 
the Saints should possess all the common 
ifts of the Spirit of God, and yet remain 
itute of comforts so much need- 

ed for the sustenance of their bodies, 
they would be comparatively miserable ; 
but when they arrive at that state of per- 
fection, and are clothed upon with the 


more special gifts and power of increas- 
ing the widow’s oil and meal, or of receiv - 
ing their food from the ravens, like Eli- 
jal they wil not need to bestow so much 
attention on ev ifle o i 
moment, as re do; and until that 
iod arrives, they will recollect that to 
in the exercise of the fulness of ver 
careful to ide things honest in the 
sight of Sam for the sustenance and 
comfort of these frail perishable bodies. 
That we may be instruments in the - 
hand of God of thus promoting your pre- 
sent and future, temporal and spiritual 
welfare, we write you at the present time. 
Many of you are desirous of emigrati 
to this country, and many have not the 
we can assist you by our ers an 
lish the desires of 
your hearts in this thing, so far we will 
rejoice and be satisfied. You not only 
want to to this section of the 


many of you know no other business. 
You want to come here, and, when here, 
want to continue your labours in your 

of business; but 


ut you to have some 
laudable means of comfortable subsist- 
ence after your arrival here, and this also 
is important. How, then, shall these 
isfied ? We answer, by united under- 
standing, and concert of action. You all, 
or most of you have trades or different 
kinds of business to which you np. | 
been familiarized, and in which you w 
like to continue for the purpose of pro- 
curing a subsistence; and a great pro- 
portion of your occupation is such, that. 
no employment can be had in this city or 
vicinity ; for instance, there are no cot- 
ton manufactories established here, and 
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ou have no means to get here, and when 

ere there are no factories ; and yet fac- 
tories are needed here, and there would 
be ready market for all the fabrics which 
could be manufactured. 

Now comes the concert of action; if 
the church will arise unitedly —if the 
brethren will individually feel that the 
great work of the Lord is depending on 
themselves as instruments, to assist in 
carrying it forward, and will unite all 
their means, faith, and energy, in one 
grand mass, all that you desire can 
speedily be accomplished. A short time 
only will elapse belive you yourselves will 
be astonished at the result, and you will 
feel that your desires are more rea- 
lized. ile the Saints are united, no 
power on the earth, or under the earth 
can prevail against them ; but while each 
one acts for himself, many, very many, 
are in danger of being overthrown. 

God has promised all things, to those 
who love him and keep his command- 
ments; then why be afraid that one 
should get a little more than another, or 
that one should gain, for a little moment, 
what another might lose, when Jesus has 
promised that faithful shall be one 


with him, as he is one with the Father, * 


and shall possess all things in thedue time 
of the Lord; not b th, not by force, 
not by the sword, but by the gift of the 
Father, through faithfulness to his com- 


mands; and the more they shall suffer, 
while they work ri usness on the 
earth, the greater will be their reward — 


the more glorious their kingdom — the 
more extended their power, when they 
shall arrive in celesti ise. 

Knowing and feeling these things as 
we do, and having r unto the re- 
compence of é 
after, regardless o necessary priva- 
tion and labour to accomplish aieben 
master has given us to do; and desiring 
not —— the kingdom alone, but 
that all the honest in heart should be 
united with us in the t and glorious 


work of building up Zion and her stakes, 


we call upon you, dear brethren, to unite 

with one to do, 
o do the v esire 

be to the place 

where we are, and y put you in 

session of all the means you may need for 

your support, so that you may enjoy the 


fulness of the blessings belonging to the 
sons and daughters o Zion's King. 


revealed here- 


£ 

Had we means, we would not ask your 
aid. We would gladly send the ships of 
Tarshish "to bear you across the great 
waters; we would bring you to our homes 
—to our fire-sides; we would provide you 
habitations, lands, and food, when you 
arrive among us. Our hearts are large 
enough to do all this, and a great deal 
more; but we have not themeans. We 
have to labour for our own subsistence, 
as weil as attend to those things which 
are laid upon us of the Lord, and which 
concern the whole church as much as 
ourselves. It is not the will of heaven 
that any one should be put in possession 
of all things, without striving for them. 
Where much is given, much is required ; 
and he who has but one talent must be 
as diligent in the use thereof, as he that 
has ten, or he will jose his talent and his 
blessing ; and it becometh him who hath 
but one, five, or ten, to appropriate it in 
the most economical manner possible, or 
he will not have enough to bring him 
hither; and that he who hath but five 

unds may have enough and to spare to 
fim who hath but one; or, in other 
words, to HELP the brethren to accom- 
plish with a little, what otherwise would 
require much more than they can com- 
mand, is the object of this epistle. 

Had we the means, we would send ves- 
sels of our own, laden with flour, meat, 
fruits, and all sea stores necessary for the 
comfort of the brethren on the water, so 
that they would have nothing more to do 
than go on shipboard and land at New 
Orleans; from thence we would take 
them on our steamers, and bring them to 
this place, for this is the best place for the 
Saints to stop at for the present. There 
may be other places where individuals 
might have the prospect of adding at 
once more rapidly to their pecuniary in- 
terest than they could here; but we can 
only say it is the will of the Lord that the 
Saints build Nauvoo, and settle therein 
or in the vicinity ; and we know assuredly, 
that those who give heed to every word 
that proceedeth out of the mouth of the 
Lord, will be richer, eventually, and not 
far distant, than those who may seem to 
prosper thore by following their own in- 
clinations. 

Brethren, we wish not to control you 
or your means ;. it is not for our peace or 
interest ; nay, rather it is a source of la- 
bour, trouble, and anxiety to have ought 
to do with the pecuniary business of the 
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_ church, which we would gladly avoid, 
could we do it and do our duty—could 
we do it and the things desired be accom- 
lished, and we stand guiltless where God 
hath placed us; and for this reason we 
desire to make such ents as will 
most tend to leave the business in your 
own hands, or in the hands of those 
whom you shall select—men of your own 
acquaintance, in whom you can 
confidence that they will execute their 
trust in righteousness: and that our plans 
may be understood by you, and carried 
into execution, we have sent unto you 
our beloved brother, elder John Snider, 
the bearer of this epistle, and other epis- 
tles also previously written by us to you. 
And we you, brethren, to receive 
him as a servant of the Most High, au- 
thorized according to the order of the 
kingdom of heaven, and assist him by all 
lawful means in your power to execute 
the mission entrusted to him; for great 
events — on his success; but to none 
will they be greater than to yourselves. 
Our authority for thus sending brother 
Snider to you, is found in the Book of 
f the Lord, page thirty-six, as 


that 

be written by my servants, Twelve, mak- 

ing unto their the 
building which ve a 

unto you saith the Lord, that they may their 

gold, and their silver, and their precious stones, 

wood to beautify the place of my exnctuary saith 

to 

the Lords and tot tm speedily wi al 

means which shall be put into his hands. Even 80, 

‘In this revelation the brethren will 


manded, so that brother Snider may re- 
y with means to strengthen 
the hands of the labourers, and adorn and 
- the tabernacle of Jehovah. 

while you are thus preparing 
is place, 
if you act in concert with our well- 
beloved brother, elder Parley P. Pratt, 
and the regularly constituted authorities 
of the church in a and collect as 
great an amount of cotton, linen, and 
woollen goods ; silks, cutlery, hardware, 


beau 
B 
to send up your offerings to 
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&c., &c., &c., even all the varieties of 
goods which might be useful in this coun- 
try, and which can be obtained by the 
brethren in this time of moneyed scarcity, 
and forward the same to us by brother 
Snider, or your own t in company 
with 
We will pay you for those in lands, 
in or out of the city; in houses, cattle, 
and such kind of property as you may 


necessary for a sea voyage, 
—a here than in England, and 
charter ships, and forward the same to 
England, or such places as emigration 
may require, and bring back in return a 
ship load of emigrants, at a cheaper rate 
than they can now emigrate; while at the 
same time con- 
tinue to collect and fi merchandise 
as before, which will give us the means 
of continuing our purchases here — of 


keeping shi passing and ing, and 
ments, ready for the brethren when they 
arrive in our midst. 

While the great depression of the 
moneyed institutions continues as it now . 
is, the te resort to 
all laudable measures to effect those ex- 


with v 
may be obtained to advantage 
and lands which the brethren 
to dispose of, and in to 
due them, when 


tens of thousands may be made to rejoice 
in this land of plenty, while, were it not . 
for a concert of action, they might re- 
main were they are for years, or never 
have the opportunity of appearing 
us, On this side the great waters, 
the morning of the first resurrection. 
But, n, we want to see you here! 
we long to see all here who want to be 
here and none others, for we desire the 
increase of those who love God and work 
righteousness, that Zion’s cords may be 
lengthened, and her stakes strengthened ; 


| we | pur- 
chase lands, &c, flour, meat, and all 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
 Nawvoo, December, 22, 1841.” 
“ The word of the Lord came unto Joseph the ye 
nent, unto all the conferences now sitting in that changes wh rs, which are necessary 
to accomplish their designs in removing 
from one place to another, and from.one 
kingdom and faithful 
execution of the plans proposed above, 
much, very much, may be effected in 
igration without the aid of cash, or 
goods 
houses 
have 
discover their duty in relation to the debts 
building of the Temple of che Lord in ible 
Nauvoo, and the Nauvoo House: and we for them to sell for at any price, or 
call upon them with united cry to give get their pay for debts due them even at 
heed unto the things written, and help to a greatdiscount; and thusthousands and 
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though the country is free to all who 
will abide her laws, and we have no dis- 
position to cast out any from our midst 
who will submit thereto. For many par- 
ticulars in relation tothe times and course 
of emigration, and many other important 
items connected with the general and 
particular interests of the church, we 
would refer you to our former epistles ; 
and to enter into a particular and minute 
detail of all items referred to in this epis- 
tle, would be impossible. Brother Snider 
will enter into the subject more minute- 
ly, and with the assistance of the presi- 
cy among you, will unfold the subject 
so that no one need misunderstand 
The brethren need not suppose that 
this thing is of our own imagination, 
simply, or that the result thereof, if fully 
carried into execution, will be of doubt- 
ful character. We have been guided by 
the spirit of the Lord in our deliberations 
concerning the matter, and have been 
instructed by the prophet of the Most 
High, even Joseph, the Seer and Revela- 
tor for the church, whose instructions 
to us are as the voice of the Lord, and 
whose admonitions we ever regard as true 
and faithful, and worthy the confidence of 
all who profess the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
We have been with him in a and 
adversity, in sickness and health, in 
public and private, in all situations where 
men may reasonably associate with each 
other, and know that his words are true, 
his teachings sacred, his character unsul- 
lied among men of truth ; and that he is 
what thechurch acknowledges him to be, 
a man of God, and the spokesman of the 
Most High unto his people; and we bear 
this testimony unto the world, calling on 
all the honest in heart to uphold him by 
their faith and prayers, that he may live 
long, enjoy much, and accomplish great 
_ things for the kingdom which he has been 
the honoured instrument of establishing 
on the earth in these last days, even that 
he may lead a great multitude into the 
celestial kingdom. 
That the Saints may enjoy the teach- 
's of the het—those teachings 
which can be only at this place —so 
that they may go on from knowledge to 
edge even to ion, they want 


to come up hither; and that ato 
before suggested may be facili let 
same individuals of capital come immedi- 
ately and build factories—individuals who 
have the means, understand the business, 
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and are capable of superintending the 
concerns thereof. There is every natural 
advantage at this place for facilitatin 
such an order of things; water, wood,an 
coal in abundance, and it only wants the 
hand of the labourer to bring them forth 
in form suited to their several uses, and 
while the gold and the silver is secreted 
by the hands of unprincipled speculators, 
let us go forward and accomplish with- 
out gold or silver, that which might be 
more easily and expeditiously done with. 
Let the brethren ever remember the 
admonitions we have so often given, that 
Zion is not to be built up without labour, 
fatigue, and trial of the faith of many; 
that when John saw the great compan 
on Mount Zion, he saw those who had 
come up threugh great tribulation ; he 
also saw those who had endured great 
tribulation after they had arrived, and 
before the kingdom was completed. The 
Saints of this day are of the number John 
saw, and those, and those only who are 
willing to endure tribulation, as good 
soldiers, without murmuring, will event- 
ually find their names enrolled in the 


‘Lamb’s book of life, and obtain an inheri- 


tance in the holy city. Toall those who 
are desirous of sharing in the poverty and 
sufferings incident to new countries, and 
the chil of the kingdom, we would 
say, come up hither, and help us to bear 
the burden and you shall share in the 
riches, glory, and honours of the king- 
dom. And those who, are not yas 
suffer afflictions, losses, crosses, and di 
appointments with the people of God, 
may as well stay away and be destroyed, 
as to come here and perish, for peri 
they must who cannot abide a celestial 
law, and endure to the end in all meek- 
ness, patience, and faithfulness. 

Inasmuch as elder Levi Richards has 
asked for counsel, we would recommend 
him to return to Nauvoo, as soon as cir- 
cumstances shall render it convenient. 

Praying that you may be blessed with 
wisdom, intelligence, and perseverance in 
every good word and work, so that you 
may accomplish your desires, and help to 
roll on the great work in which you have 
enlisted, we subscribe ourselves your 
brethren and fellow-labourers in the 
kingdom of patience. Amen. 


OQ. Pratt, 
J. E. Page, L. 
W. Wooprvrr, J. Taylor, 


G. A. Surrs, Ww. Ricnargps, Clerk. 
Nauvoo, Hancock Co., TUinois, March 20, 1842. 
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HISTORY OF JOSEPH SMITH. 
From the “ Times and Seasons.” 

Owing to the many — which have 
been put in circulation by evil designing 
persons in relation to the rise and pro- 
= of the Church of Jesus Christ of 

conte A Saints, all of which have been 
designed by the authors thereof to mili- 
tate against its character as a church, and 
its progress in the world, I have been in- 
duced to write pero as to disa- 
buse the public mind, put all inqui- 
rers after truth into possession of the 
facts as they have transpired in relation 
both to myself and the church, so far as 
I have such facts in possession. 

In this history I will present the vari- 
ous events in tion to this church, in 
truth and righteousness, as they have 
transpired, or as they at present exist, 
being now the thirteenth year since the 
organization of the said church. 

was born in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight iaivel and five, on the 
twenty-third of December, in the town 
of Sharon, Windsor county, state of Ver- 
mont. My father Joseph Smith, senior. 
left the state of Vermont, and moved to 
Palmyra, Ontario (now Wayne) county, 
in the state of New York, when I was in 
my tenth year. In about four years 
r my father’s arrival at Palmyra, he 
moved with his family into Manchester, in 
the same county of Ontario. His fami- 
ly, consisting of eleven souls, namely : 
my father Joseph Smith, my mother Lu- 
cy Smith (whose name, previous to her 
iagre was Mack, daughter of Solomon 
Mack), my brothers Alvin, (who is now 
dead) Hyrum, — Samuel, Harrison, 
William, Don Carlos, and my sisters 
Sophronia, Catherine, and Lucy. Some 
time in the second year after our remo- 
val to Manchester, there was in the place 
where we lived an unusual excitement on 
the subject of religion. It commenced 
with the Methodists, but soon became ge- 
neral among all the sects in that region of 
country, indeed the whole district of coun- 
try seemed affected by it, and great mul- 
titudes united themselves to the different 
religious parties, which created no small 
stir and division am the people, 
some crying, “lo, here, ’ and some, “lo, 
there ;” some were contending for the 
Methodist faith, some for the Presbyteri- 
an, and some for the Baptists. For not- 
withstanding the great love which the 
converts for these different faiths expres- 
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sed at the time of their conversion, and 
the great zeal manifested by the respec- 
tive clergy, who were active in getting 
and promoting this extraordinary scene 
of religious feeling, in order to haveeve 
body converted, as they were dened 
to call it, let them join what sect they 
leased ; yet, when the converts began to 
file off, some to one party, and some to 
another, it was seen that the seemingly 
good feelings of both the priests and the 
converts were more pretended than real, 
for a scene of great confusion and bad 
feeling ensued; priest contending against 
priest, and convert against convert, so 
that all the good feelings one for another, 
if ever had any, were entirely lost 
in a strife of words, and a contest about 
opinions. 
I was at this time in my fifteenth year. 


My father’s family was lyted to the 
Presbyterian faith, and finn of them join- 
ed that church, namely, my mother Lucy, 


my brothers vo. Samuel, Harrison, 
and my sister Sophronia. 

During this time of great excitement, 
my mind was called up to serious reflec- __ 
tion and great uneasiness; but though my 
feelings were deep and often 
still I ke - ‘aloof from all 
parties, oon I attended their several 
meetings as often as occasion would per- 
mit: but in process of time my mind be- 
came somewhat partial to the Methodist 
sect, and I felt some desire to be united 
with them, but so was the confusion 
and strife among the different denomina- 
tions, that it was impossible for a person, 
young as I was,and sounacquainted with 
men and things, to come to any certain 
conclusion who was right, and who was 
wrong. My mind at different times was 
greatly excited, the cry and tumult was 


so great and incessant. The Presbyte- 
rians were most decided against the Bap- 
tists and Methodists, and used all their 


powers of either reason or istry to 
prove their errors, or at least to make 
the people think they were in error. On 
the other hand the Baptists and Metho- 
dists in their turn were equally zealous 
to establish their own tenets, and dis- 
prove all others. 

In the midst of this war of words and 
tumult of carom I often said to myself, 
what is to | me Who of all these 
parties are right? or, are they all wrérig 

ether ? If any one of ein be right 
which is it, and how shall I know it: 
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While F was labouring under the ex- 
treme difficulties, caused by the contests 
of these parties of sae I was one 
day 
chapter and fifth verse, which reads, “If 
any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of 
God, that giveth unto all men liberally 
and upbrai not and it shall be given 
him.” Never did any passage of scrip- 
ture come with more power to the heart 
of man than this did at this time to mine. 
It seemed to enter with great force into 
every feeling of my —. I oe on 
it again and again, knowing if any 
— needed wisdom from God I aid, 


-for how to act I did not know, and unless 


I could get more wisdom than I then had, 
would never know ; for the teachers of 
religion of the different sects understood 
the same passage so differently as to de- 
stroy all confidence in settling the ques- 
tion by an appeal to the bible. Atiength 
I came to the conclusion that I must 
either remain in darkness and confusion, 


or else I must do as James directs, that 


is, ask of God. I at length came to the 
determination to “ask of God,” conclu- 
ding that if he gave wisdom to them that 
lacked wisdom, and would give liberally 
and not upbraid, I might venture. So, 
in accordance with this my determination 
to ask of God, I retired to the woods to 
make the —— It was on the morn- 
ing of a beautiful clear day, early in the 

and twenty. 


ing of eighteen hun 
> was the first time in my life that I 


had made such an attempt, for amidst 
all my anxieties I had never as yet made 


tar hed retired into the place 


where I had previously designed to go, 
having looked ¢ around me and finding my- 
self alone, I kneeled down and began to 
offer up the desires of my heart to God. 
I had scarcely done so, when immediatel 

I was seized upon by some power whic 

entirely overcame me, and such as- 
tonishing influence over me as to bind m 

tongue so that I could not speak. Thick 
decknengnthaselaveund me, and it seem- 
ed to me for a time as if I were doomed 


to sudden destruction. But exerting all 


my powers to call upon God to deliver me 
out of the power of this enemy which 
had seized upon me, and at the very mo- 
ment when I was ready to sink into de- 


pair and abandon myself to destruction, 


not to an imaginary ruin, but to the pow- 
er of some actual being from the unseen 


world who had such a marvellous power 
as I had never before felt in any being. 
alarm, I saw 
a pillar of light over my head, 
above the brightness of the sun, which 
descended gradually until it fell upon me. 
It no sooner than I found my- 
self delivered from the enemy which held 
me When the 
me I saw two personages, w ight- 
ness and glory — description, stand- 
ing above me in the air. e of them 
spake unto me, calling me by name, and 
said (pointing to the other)—* This is 
my beloved son, hear him.” 
| object in going to enquire of the 
Lord was to know which of all the sects 
was right, that I might know which to 
join. No sooner, therefore, did I get pos- 
session of myself, so as to be able to speak, 
than I asked the personages who stood 
above me in the fight, which of all the 
sects was right (for at this time it had 
never iat into my heart that all were 
wrong), and which I should join. I was 
answered that I must join none of them, 
for they were all wrong, and the person- 
age who addressed me said “ that all their 
creeds were an abomination in his sight; 
those professors were all corrupt, 
they draw near to me with their lips, but 
their hearts are far from me; they teach 
e commandments of men, 
ving a form iness, but they den 
the power thereof.” He again forbade 
me to join with any of them: and many 
other things did he say unto me which I 
cannot When I came 
to myself again, I found m laying on 
my back, looking up into 
few days after 1 had this vision, } 
with one of 
ethodist preachers who was very active 
in the before-mentioned — excite- 
ment, and conversing with him on the 
subject of religion, I took occasion to give 
him an account of the vision which I 
had. I was greatly surprised at his beha- 
viour, he treated my communication not 
only lightly, but with great contempt, say- 
ing it was all of the devil, that there were 
no such things as visions or revelations in 
these days; all such things had ceas- 
ed with the apostles, and that there never 
would be any more of them. I soon found 
however that my telling the story had ex- 
cited a great deal of prejudice against me 
among yn of religion, and was the 
cause of great persecution which contin- 
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ued to increase; and I was an ob- 
scure boy only between fourteen and fif- 
teen years of age, and my circumstances 
in life such as to make a boy of no con- 
sequence in the world, yet men of high 
standing would take notice sufficient to 
excite public mind against me, and 
create a hot persecution, and this was 
common among all the sects: all united 


to teme. It has often caused me 
serious reflection both then and since, 
how v ge it was that an obscure 


boy of alittle over fourteen years of age, 
and one, too, who was doomed to the ne- 
cessity of obtaining a scanty maintenance 
by his daily labour, should be thought 
a character of sufficient importance to 
attract the attention of the ones of 
the most popular sects of the day, so as 
to create in them a spirit of the hottest 
persecution and reviling. But strange or 
not, so it was, and was often cause of 
sorrow to myself. However it was 
nevertheless a fact that Ihad hada vision. 
I have thought since that I felt much like 
fore ki i and related the ac- 
count of t be eee he had when he “saw 
a light and heard a voice,” but still there 
were but few who believed him; some 
said he was dishonest, others said he was 
mad, and he was ridiculed and reviled; 
but all this did not destroy the reality of 
his vision. He had seen a vision, he 
knew he had, and all the persecution un- 
der heaven could not make it otherwise ; 
and though they should te him 
unto d yet he knew and would know 
unto that he had both 
seen a light an a voice speakin 
to him, and all the world could = 
make him think or believe otherwise. — 
So it was with me, I had actually seen a 
light, and in the midst of that light I saw 
two nages, and they did in reality 
unto me, or one of them did; and 
ough I was hated and persecuted for 
saying that I had seen a vision, yet it was 
true; and while they were persecuting 
me, reviling me, and oe all manner 
of evil against me falsely for so saying, 
I was led to say in my heart, why 
cute for telling the truth? I have actual- 
ly seen a vision, and “ who am I that I 
can withstand God?’ or why does the 
world think to make me deny what I have 
actually seen? for I had seen a vision; I 
knew it, and I knew that God knew it, 
and I could not deny it, neither dare I 
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do it; at least I knew that by so doing I 
would offend God and come under con- 
demnation. I had now got my mind sa- 
tisfied so far as the sectarian world was 
concerned, that it was not my duty to join 
with any of them, but continue as I was 
until further directed; I had found the 
testimony of James to be true, that a man 
who lacked wisdom might ask of God, 
and obtain and not be upbraided. I con- 
tinued to pursue my common avocations 
in lifeun of Se ber, 
one thousand eight hundred and twenty 
three, all the time suffering severe ~— 
cution at the hands of all classes of men 

both religious and irreligious, because I 
continued to affirm that I had seen a vi- 
sion. “During the of time which in- 
tervened between the time I had the vis- 
ion, and the year, eighteen hundred and 
twenty-three, (having been forbidden to 
join any of the religious sects of the day, 
and being of very tender years, and per- 
secuted by those who ought to have been 
my friends, and to have treated me kind- 
ly, and if they supposed me to be deluded 


to have endeavoured ina proper and affec- 
tionate manner to have reclaimed me,) I 
was left to all kinds of ions, and 


mingling with all kinds of society, I fre- 
uently fell into many foolish errors and 
isplayed the weakness of youth and the 
corruption of human nature, which I am 
sorry to say led me into divers tempta- 


_ tions, tothe gratification of many appetites 


offensive in the sightof God. In conse- 
, ma of these things I often felt con- 

emned for my weakness, and imperfec- 
tions; when on the evening of the above 
mentioned twenty-first of September, af- 
ter I had retired to my bed for the night, 
I betook myself to prayer and supplica- 
tion to Almighty God for forgiveness of 


all my sins and follies, and also for a 

atethedinn to me, that I might know 

of my state and standing before him; for 

I had full confidence in eulaien a divine 

manifestation as I had previously hadone. 
To be continued, 


TO MR. JOSEPH SMITH. 


Pittsburgh, Pa. February 2, 1842. 
sonally, yet the knowledge 
racter (given me by others) makes it un- 
necessary for me to offer any apology for 
thus troubling you, and I entreat you to 
believe me, when I say, that it is with a 
sincere desire to arrive at the truth of 


4 


has convinced me of my 
relative to the divinity of the 


which comstloubes the religion of three- 
fourths of its votaries; but my judgment 
and understanding were alone consulted, 
and the result is, I am almost 


theologians of the day, and their inter- 
1 

I have wished to know the truth and 

considered m bound to receive it, 

come from whence it may, and inasmuch 


as your explanation of the bible appears 
reasonable to me, and sho me at the 


to thank God (though I am yet 


@ sinner 


they cry delusion, humbug, and fana- 
ok the people will not be- 
and hear for themselves, 
t is that rational men con- 
sider him a rational man, and the success 
of his mission in this city is indeed flat- 
tering. 

I now wish to know, through you, the 
laws and ons of your church— 
what is req of its members—how 
much (if a man of property) must he 
contribute annually for its support; in 
short, what is required to sensed good 
membership? 

If you will please answer those 
tions comprehensively, you will confer a 
favour on one, who, with pleasure sub- 
scribes himself, your friend and humble 
servant, Rrowarp Savaky. 


In answer to the above I would re- 
mark, that it is required of all men to 


‘have faith in the Lord Jesus Christ ; 
repent of all their sins and to be 


(by one in authority) in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; 


NAUVOO AND THE MORMONS. 


and to have hands laid on them for the 
ift of the Holy Ghost, to constitute 
em a member in the church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints. 

I would respectfully refer you, sir, to 
our book of doctrines and covenants 
for information concerning the “laws 
and ions” of our church as being 
given by the revelations of God for our 

Respecting how much a man of pro- 
perty shall give annually, we have no 


instructions to give; he is to feed“ ~~ 


e hungry, to clothe the naked, to pro-. 
vide for the widow, to dry up the tear of 
the orphan, to comfort the afflicted, 
whether in this church, or in any other, 
or in no church at all, wherever he finds 
them ; to believe and obey all that God 
has revealed, does reveal, or will reveal; 
to do good unto all men; to be a member 
in good standing in the church of Jesus 


NAUVOO AND THE MORMONS. 
From the (Columbus) Advocate, 
Mr. Editor, — Having recently had 
occasion to — city of Nauvoo, I 
cannot permit — to pass, 
without expressing dwsap- 
ji that awaited me there. I had 


pontment 
supposed from what I had previously 


low I — an impove- 
ignorant, and bigoted a 
completely priest-ridden and tyranised 
over by Joseph Smith, the great prophet 


peran 
riot, all appeared to be contented, with 
no desire to trouble themselves with an 


religion | 
oan be satisfied with 
the es of new Revelation, 
guarantees to them 


on of the coun 
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things that, to me and all others, are of 
the most vital importance. 
I am pleased to inform you that elder 
John E 
errors, 
bible; notin my passions Or 
tained in the book. ‘ spec . 
I now concede God to be a God of 
mercy, justice, and truth, instead of a 
— lying, and treacherous being 
that I was forced to consider him, by the 
character he got by the various sects and 
Vhrist atter-day Saints.—Ldttor 
of “ Times and Seasons.” 
t say, 0 egatory in me to know 
a things far as I can appreciate 
has any connexion therewith. 
the heart-burn in city and the more 
napp prosperous, and intelligent. — 
appeared to be oyed in 
some business or occupation. I saw no 
e worship to 
| dictates their own 
can be so easily satisfied, w 
to should who afer wth them, com 
:, ut I protest against the slan- 
= and persecutions that are continually 
heaped on these people. I could see no 
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than a and law-abiding people, 
and all ask of the country is to per- 
mit them tb live under the protection of 
the laws, and to be made amenable for 
their violations. They may have among 
them men of bad and desperate charac- 
ters, and what community has not? but 
I as the Mormon 

e will never be aggressors or 
torsofthelaw. | 

r- 
tunity of seeing the eina — 
There was & yer 
the d master of the state was present 
for the purpose of publicly installing the 
officers of a new e. An immense 
number of ns assembled on the oc- 
casion, variously estimated from five to 
ten thousand, and never in my life did I 
witness a better dressed or a more orderly 
and well-behaved assemblage ;—not a 
drunken or disorderly person to be seen, 
and the display of taste and beauty 
among the females, could not well be 
pe three days, I be- 

ing my stay o . 
came wall with ther rinci- 
pal men, and more particularly with their 
het, the celebrated “ old Jo. Smith.” 
found them hospitable, polite, well-in- 
formed, and liberal. With Joseph Smith, 
the hospitality of whose house I kindly 
received, I was well pleased ; of course, on 
the subject of religion we widely differ- 
ed, but he ap to be quite as willi 
to permit me to enjoy my right of opini- 
on, as I think we all ought to be to let 
the Mormons enjoy theirs; but instead of 
the ignorant andt ical upstart, ju 
my surprise at finding him a sensible, 
intelligent, companionable, and gentle- 
manly man. In frequent conversations 
with him, he gave me every information 
that I and appeared to be only 
pleased at being able to doso. He 
pears to be much by all the 
people about him, and has their entire 
confidence. He is a fine-loo man, 
about thirty-six — of age, and has an 


y: 

The incorporated limits of Nauvoo 
persons ; uildings are gen 
small and much scattered. The Tem. 
ple and Nauvoo House now building, 
will probably, in beauty and design, ex- 
tent and durability, excel any public 


buildings in the State, and both will be 
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enclosed before winter. From all I saw 
and heard, I am led to believe that, before 
many years, the city of Nauvoo will be 
the and most beautiful city of the 
west, provided the Mormons are unmo- 
lested in the peaceable enjoyment of their 
rights and privileges; and why they should 
be troubled while a good citizens 
I cannot imagine; and I hope and trust 
that the people of Illinois have no dispo- 
sition to disturb unoffending people who 
have no disposition but to live peaceably 
under the laws of the country, and to 
worship God under their own vine and 
fig tree. An OBSERVER. 
Adams Co. March 22, 1842. 


G. MITCHELSON’S REASONS FOR RENOUNC- 
ING SECTARIANISM, AND EMBRACING 
THE FULNESS OF THE GOSPEL. 

Liverpool, April 2, 1842. 
And here begins a heavy le. 

If he rejects the creed, he is andi 

a heretic, and per ; if he, 

on the other hand, rejects his own judg- 

ment, of to OF 
out of fear of consequences, he sins © 
against his God, he wounds his con- 

us was or man 
months previous to my leaving the 

Wesleyan association. t was aware 

that several of the views I then held, 

came in contact with the sermons of 

John Wesley, and his notes on the new 

testament; and, that if I dared to in- 

troduce them into pa Hn I should 
be immediately suspended from my office, 
and my usefulness in a 
destroyed. I therefore éd to 

e, an no longer 
of men. And I soon 
that the study of theology, as it is taught 
in the scriptures, was much more 

ing and htful than the study of 

theology as it is laid down in human 

creeds. I felt as if I had got into a 

paradise, wide as the universe, where 

richest fruits and loveliest flowers 

sent themselves at every atop while 

himself seemed to hold me by the hand, 

and make plain m , 


stroy 
without which no man can be a chris- 
tian. Should you here inquire, what it 


of human formation is, de- 


_ of Christ? or, su 


ethooeuunl I reply in the words 
a christian is one who 
words obeys Christ's 


w we must a t are, 
and not take for Fg all we heer 
proclaimed from the pulpit; - if we 
are _ ~-9~ them in the sense in which 

ere spoken or written, we must 
pose, council or general 
assembly should i determine that Jesus 
took little children up in his arms and 


baptized them; and suppose that, when 


we search the new testament diligently 
through, we are unable to find a single 
passage to warrant such an ssrempeeet 
are we not bound by our allegiance to 
= to reject the decisions of the 
or and abide by 
we see to be in very truth the 
that the 
or general assembly should decide that 
particular declaration of the 
is to be understood in a certain ve 
eg such as the following, “ 
ay ee follow them that believe ; in 
cast out devils; 


recover,” Mark, c. xvi, v. 15, 1 

17; that these signs were only to fol- 

low the apostles, or the believers of that 

; and suppose, after the most 

t examination of the ‘subject, we 

are compelled to differ from the assem- 

bly or conference, as to the meaning of 

the passage in question; are we not 

bound, by our 


ag that which commends 
ent and common 
and true? If we 
pursue a different course, we cannot be 
said to believe Christ’s words, but show 


_ that we prefer the words of men. 


And so with to Christ’s com- 
mands. If we are to obey Christ’s com- 
mands, we must know what they are; 
and if we are to obey them in the sense 
in which the Saviour intended them 
to be obeyed, we must endeavour to 
ascertain their meaning also. But in 
order to do this, we must free our minds 
from all prejudices, lay aside all our 
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ercise our common sense and rea- 
son, should it even lead us to sever our. 


selves from the sect in which we have 
No one oan exercise h judg- 


» as bei 
venting; and more fully than ever 
resolved u the word of God 
and believing it, before all the libraries 
and hire I soon 
discovered it was my duty to be 
imm in imitation the blessed 


Jesus, who was not baptized while an 
but “ he began to be show 


in the of Laake, andy. 28" My 


example of Jesus and was 
me in his name, I sh have an 
increase of communion with the Holy 
Spirit. I opened 
Bowes, at that time pastor of a 
ioe in Liverpool, who agreed to roy 
a although I still retained m 
in the association, but which 
reign shortly after this occurence. 
d here I some to a very im 
era in my religious history, to which I 
—_ the reader’s serious attention, and 
those who have not em- 
faanel the ess of the ; but 
who, like me, have been 
the of November 
utthe ovem 
I saw it announced S hat elder G. 
Adams, from America, would Kithongh 
the Music Hall, Bold Street. 
up to that period, Thad imbibed 
prejudice against the doctrines 
-by the Latter-day Saints, regard- 
ing them as “ wives 
ropogators of them as weak- 
te men. I arrived at the above 
reports eard, out 
ting the principles for age 
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men Ces 
tion, and act = but he must 
soon abandon sectarianism. Shortly 
after I had begun to see the evil of 
human creeds, I saw also that bap- 
tism by water was established by Jesus 
Christ, as a ordinance in the 
church ; was the 
pro mode, an ts the proper 
subjects of that baptism. I Mo 
Hes the doctrine of infant sprink- 
| 
OF Dis words 
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08, 

might look fairly. I 
ered, there was more 
truth in their principles than I was aware 
of; and that their “ old wive’s fables,” 
as I had formerly called it wilh lo- 
rious truth, of which had 

great measure lgnorant before. 
now 


gos pelthat I heard preached on that o0oe- 
gee in it that I could not 
resist. continued attend 


lecture I heard, and re-examining them 
I they 


when I got home 
all which he 
Eng 
obtain that was 
the question a fair and 
impartial investigation, I likewise heard 
several discussions, between elder Adams 
poo! ; nor wisdom 
to him is the fountale of all wisdom, 
The result was, a firm conviction that 
the church of Latter-day Saints, was 
the only church on earth that was found- 
principles. I 


le shall be’ m 

and their my God.” I tnrelore 
fein, ye my name as a candidate for 

hould it be asked, why be 

? Tanswer, my experience 

aa 80 ro like what it was previous 

to my being ; and I saw none 


ba 
of tie and blessin ken of in 
of the gis and ying any mem 
of society 


ed on new testament 
solved “ this 


wah wil which stood 
connected ; nor indeed, could I 


doubts, whether I had entered in by the 
right door after all. These words were 
very forcibly to “to 
him the porter = ” John c. x, v. 3. 
Now a an individual who is 
duly orized and appointed to act in 
r,’ w e 

porter shall open, but elimbeth 
some other way, the Saviour hath sai 
“he is a thief and a robber.” Well, then, 
the question arises, how do the professed 
porters of this day obtain their commis- 

* From which we derive the word Gospel. 
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sion? cannot obtain it by 


] need 


t reve 


these 

19th 
individuals at 
heard the pure un- 
from the mouth 


wee 
called revelatio 
and also 
of the yrs of twelve 


of them re-baptized, in 
the name of Jesus Christ, and had hands 


Paul, were 


laid on them for the 
Holy ae A and when 
was same 
Latter-day Saints preac 
I durst not of th to 


on of the 
saw that it 


Christ “for the remission of my sins,” 
on the 5th of February, 1642. I have 
no doubt but this will sound 


some, viz., that I should be mae 
for the remission of my sins, I 
have professed to have them 

eleven years ago and u To such 
individuals I would sa had I never 
heard this l, I believe I should have - 
been say thout it; yo as I 


light, because their deeds were 
evil,” John c. 3, v. 5,19. I felt some- 
thing like what Paul experienced when 
he said, “I was alive without the law 
once, but when the commandment came 


Soon after I had obeyed the gospel, it 
pleased the Holy Ghost to call me to the 


solved however to goand hear this elder 
Adama, and free my mind, as much as 

has ceased, and the mi- 

has consed because no 

And yet, Paul Fwy 

dec that, “no man taketh this ho- 

nour unto himself, but he that is called 

pel that the 

I could not, 

y with the re- 

I therefore 

went down a e into the water, 

and was immersed in the name of Jesus 

served the Lord according to the light 

I then had. The Saviour is very em- 

phatic on this subject, where he says, 

“Tf I had not come and spoken unto 

—_——_ had not had sin: but now 

they have no cloak for their sins,” John 

c. xvi, v. 22. And also in his ever me- 

morable discourse with Nicodemus, the 

see them, while they araradeda these ruler of the Jews, he says, “except a man 

gifts as being no longer necessary. be born of water and of the ptm he 

I therefore began to entertain serious cannot enter into the kingdom of God.” 

He then goes on to say,— and this is the 

condemnation that light is come into the 

world, and men loved darkness rather 

truly thankful that I was ever led to em- 

brace this gospel ; I feel that, being made | 


; accordingly I 
eb- 


roll on until those mighty min ling 
voices shall claim —* the kin 
of this world are become the kingdoms 


of our Lord and of his Christ, and he 

shall for ever and ever.” Amen! 

wre Amen! Even so, come, Lord 
esus 


Che Millennial Star. 


June 1, 1842. 


GENERAL CONFERENCE. 3 
THis conference was held in the New 
Corn Exchange, Manchester, on Whit- 
Sunday, the 15th of May, and, by ad- 
journment, on the two following days, 
in the large room adjoining Hayward’s 
Hotel, Bridge Street. 

Never before has it fallen to our lot 
to attend a meeting of the Saints, in the 
British Isles, so distinguished for its 
numbers, for the importance of the prin- 
ciples taught, and for the unity of feel- 
ing, affection, and sympathy that seemed 
toinfluence every heart. It was, indeed, 
a time of refreshing; while, from the 
testimony borne by the elders of the dif- 
ferent branches,‘the teachings of the 
spirit appear to have been simultaneous 
in preparing the minds of the servants 
of God for those measures that are ne- 
‘ceasary to carry into effect his great pur- 
(poses in the building up of Zion, and in 
gathering together the Saints in obedi- 
ence to the command of hg-ven. 

The meeting being called to order, 
elder P. P. Patt was unanimously 

chosen to preside. 

- Elder Warp being then chosen to act 
as clerk of the conference, the meeting 
was opened by singing, “ Go, ye messen- 
gers of glory.” 

Elder G. D. Watt, from Edinburgh, 
then engaged in prayer, when a few ver- 
ses being sung, elder Pratt proceeded 
to address the conference, and expressed 
his great satisfaction at the contemplation 
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of the vast assemblage before him, and 
also at the condition of the church. He 
looked back at what he knew of the 
work of the Lord, and he beheld, in the 
year 1830, the church rising in obscurity 
in the western wilderness, and consisting 
only of six members: he looked again 
only five years ago, and this island had 
not heard the fulness of the gospel as 
_it had been renewed by the visions of 
heaven. A certain few in weakness visit- 
ed these shores, trusting in the power 
and the bl of of Ged : but now I 
look around me, and what do I behold ? 
scores, hundreds, I might almost say 
thousands of fellow-labourers raised up. 
I behold on my right, and on my left, 
ministers of the truth from various parts 
of the British Isles, to represent the dif- 
ferent conferences that have been es- 
tablished on the principles of truth, in 
the face of every opposition. Who can- 
not see the hand of the Lord in this? 
Who does not rejoice in this glorious 
work ? and especially in contemplating 
what a few years will bring about in 
distant lands, in delivering the honest in 
heart from error and superstition, and 
introducing them into the liberty of the 
gospel! I look ahead, and behold a mul- 
titude which no man can number, sitting 
under their own vines and fig-trees. 
Whence come they? out of great tribu- 
lation: they have burst the bands of their 
neck, they walk in white, with the hun- 
dred and forty and four thousand minis- 
tering unto them, while heaven and earth 
are mingling their hosannas to the Lamb 
that was slain. But the subject is too 
great; suffice it to say that we have as- 


-sembled to edify and instruct each other, 


and to transact business more important 
than the counsels of any senate on the 
face of the earth—to expatiate upon 
the laws of a kingdom that shall never 
have an end —and to do business in 
the name of the King of kings, the 


Christ 
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| was ordained an elder 

| ruary, 1842. 

| And now I bear testimony that this 

| work is of God, and will continue to 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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opening of the meeting was then called 


for 


aves 4 
The representation of the churches 
being next required, the following were 
presented to the meeting :— 


26 priests, 21 teachers, 10 — and includes 
the branches of Liv and New- 


ton, St. Helos il of Man, Yor 


teachers, 3 deacons, includes the brane 

Hunter's Hill, "Brigheer, 
unter’s en 

Holme, Lancaster, and Euxton F 


Downham, Black B , Accrington, 
behester, Grindleton. 

London Conference — Lorenzo 
, consists of 400 members, 32 
riests, 7 teachers, 8 and includes the 
Irchester. 

Waddon. 
acclesfeld Conference — James 
consists 2B 


diem, Prees, Tunstall, Lee 


Froome’s Hill Represented by William 
Kay, consists of 1101 members, 56 
ests, 24 teachers, 12 deacons, and includes the 

of Moran's Cross, Ridgeway Cross, 


Elders 220 
Priests 421 
Teachers. 110 


From the reports mode by the de- 
puties from the different conferences, we 
are happy to state that the work of the 
Lord is very prosperous, and that a very 
general desire is prevalent amongst the 
Saints generally to gather to Zion; while 
the whisperings of the spirit among the 
priesthood have been, “save yourselves 
from this untoward generation.” 

Elder Prart having made some ob- 
servations on the necessity of revelation 
being connected with the kingdom of 
God; and that in accordance with the 
revelations now given, it was our first 
duty to gather together to build up Zion 
and the temple of the Lord, in order 
that we might receive the fulness of the 
power of the priesthood, that we might 
go forth for the last time, and command 
the attention of the nations, and me 
chiefs and kings of the earth. 

The meeting was then 
singing and prayer. 

Afternoon.—Service was opened by 
singing, “ Great is the Lord, ’tis good to 
praise,” &c. 
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Dan's Close, Old Broomyard’s Downs, 
Clifton, Widhourn, Beiniaed, Wooten Com. 
Ashfield, Malvern Hill, House, Call 
Twelve ......... 1 Well, Ledbury Shaken Hill, 
don, uh Banc Leominster, Ball Gate, 
of Ap members, 13 elders, 19 priests, 
teachers, 3 deacons, and includes the bemndhes of 
Edinburgh, Wemyss, and Stirling. 
Glasgow Conference — Represented John Me. 
of 564 elders, 30 
Manchester Conference—Represented by Charles of 
Miller, consists of 1531 members, 36 elders, 79 Towcross, Renfrew Ray ae 
teachers, 19 deacons, and includes the Kiibiener, Greenock, 
Stockport, Pondlebuey: White- Brampton Richard 
an es, 
field, ide Brides and Oldham, Rochdale, Leeds, Benson, of elders, 11 
Treland Conference—Represented by David Wilkie, 
consists of 71 1 elder, 1 2 teach- 
ers, | the of Hills. 
borough and Crawfoot’s Burn. 
Bradford and York — Represented Henry 
Cuerdon, consists of 54 members 1 elder 4 
a 2 teachers, 1 deacon, and the 
hes of Bradford and York. 
: Total connected with the Church, at the time, 
Clitheroe Con — nted by Thomas 
Ward, 15 in England, Ireland, and Scotland? 
riests, 17 teachers, 6 deacons, and includes the Members tes 7514 
Snanaies of Clitheroe, Chatburn, Waddington, 
ranches of Macclesfield, eton, Bollington, 
Middlewich, Northwich, 
Birmé ted by J. Riley, 
consists of member elders, 18 priests, 
12 teachers, 5 deacons, and includes the branches 
of Greats Green, West Broom. 
wich, Oldbury, Alichurch, Dudley, Wolver- 
hampton, and Ashby Wolds. 
Sta Alfred 
SS ae 14 deacons, and includes the 
Lane 
field, and p 
John Need- 
v » Monmou 
_ Orcop, an 
Cheltenham Theodo 
riests, 12 teachers, 4 deacons, and includes the 
om of Newberry Hill, Rock Hill, Earl 
Common, Pinvin, Nounton Beauchamp, Edge 
Oran 
Deerhurst, Merten, and Bristol. 
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Elder Warp then engaged in prayer, ' Elder Prart then addressed the meet- 
asking a blessing on the bread. ing on the duties of the Saints to the 


Elder ALBIsTON, the patriarch, then 
rose to bear testimony to the truth of 
the work of the Lord, and contrasted 
the fulness of the gospel with what he 
had previously known of religion through 
a long series of years. He had been in 
possession of some light, and the body of 
people (the Methodists) with whom he 
had been connected in early life, he was 
convinced were once a good people ; but 
he now greatly rejoiced in being permit- 


ted to see the light of the gospel of Jesus 


Christ, compared with which, all the 
systems of men were but as a taper to 
the sun. 

Elder Snow then asked a blessing on 
the wine. 

Elder Guexwnow, of Liverpool, then 
addressed the meeting, and gave a state- 
ment of his former experience in con- 
nexion with. the Methodists, afterwards 
with Mr. Aikin and Mr. Matthews, by 
whom he was ordained an elder in that 

i While in connexion with that 


nexion with others, to rise at four o’clock 
on certain mornings to pray that they 
might receive the gift of the Holy Ghost ; 
but all was in vain, for they were not in 
possession of the authority of the holy 

; to administer those ordinances 
through which the blessings flowed. 

Elders James Crooxz, Rem, 
and priest Mrunes then addressed the 
meeting, and bore testimony to the work 
of God. 

The meeting was then closed by sing- 
ing and prayer. 

Evening.—Service was opened by 

, “What are these arrayed in 

white,” &c. 

Elder GBEENHOW engaged in prayer. 


public, to God, and to themselves. It 
is our duty to proclaim the gospel of 
truth in all places, where it is not known, 
to the utmost of our power ; then, after 
this, God requires of them that they take 
measures to make the truth theirs, by 
ministering to the wants of his servants, 
and by opening places for the ministration 
of the word; and if they will not do this, 
we are clear of their blood: we have 
done our duty, and the Lord will not re- 
quire more at our hands. Many of our 
brethren, by their zeal, have been led 
beyond what God has required of them. 
It is not the duty of this church to get 
up meetings, at a great expense, time 
after time, to a people that will not hear. 
There is a time to do it, and a time not 
to doit. Now, I consider that in Eng- 
land and Scotland, where our brethren 
have laboured, they have done their duty, 
in the midst of privation and difficulty, 
and the public, instead of inviting the 
servants of God amongst them, have 
used all their ability to obstruct the pro- 
gress of the kingdom of God, and have 
judged it without examination. But, 
brethren, when you are invited, when the 
way is opened, then with all your might 
thrust in your sickle and reap ; but where 
they will not hearken to the repeated 
offers of the gospel, then keep the means 
you would expend for yourselves—for 
the poor—to gather yourselves and build 
up Zion. There is a time to sow, and 
a time to forbear. This generation are 
not going to have the gospel as a pleasant 
song in their ears continually, whether 
they become obedient to it or not; no, 
brethren, we owe a duty to God, to our- 
selves, to the Jews, to the nations.— 
Search out the humblein spirit and labour 
for them.—Though the great work, and 
I say it unto the elders around me, is to 
gather together in one, in obedience to 
the laws of heaven, in order that we may 
be clothed with power to go forth to all 
people, and command attention to the 


| 
| 
| peopie, ‘nere Was a aT a. 
| prevailing that something was wanting— 
iF that the same results did Hot follow be- 
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mighty work, and I propose to the pre- 
sidents of conferences and the elders 
around me, the following motion, 


ledge themselves to teach it “as the duty 
tod privilege of ll Santa to ait in this 


"Elder G. D. Warr seconded the mo- 
tion which was carried unanimously. 

It was then moved by elder Pratt, 
seconded by elder WarpD, and carried 
unanimous] y— 

That this resolution be and sent to 
Nauvoo, with a request they publish it. 

The meeting was then addressed on 
the same subject, with much power and 
effect, by elders BarrEtT, Dunn, Warr, 
C. J. Gooprettow, 
RicHARDs, JAMES Riney, J. GALLey, 
A. Corpon, and W. Hume. 

The meeting was then dismissed. 

Monday Morning. —The meeting 
being opened by singing and prayer, 
elder Pratt proceeded to speak on the 
business of the day. Truly, the Lord 
had been mindful of us. It has been 
now several months since I received any 
communications from America, with the 
exception of the * Times and Seasons” 
for February 15th; but since I came 
here, I have received three numbers of 
the same, by which it appears that the 
same spirit is deeply at work on both 
sides the Atlantic, on the subject of our 
gathering together and building up Zion. 
The same spirit inspiring us in temporal 
matters, which caused him to send out 
elder Amos FIELDING, to Nauvoo, on 
business similar to that of elder SNIDER 
to this country, as will be perceived bythe 
epistle of the twelve which I will read. 
[The epistle which we publish as our first 
article this month, was then read.] 
Elder P. then continued to address the 
meeting on the subject of the epistle 
until one o’clock, when it was closed by 
singing and prayer. 

Afternoon.—The meeting opened at 
three o’clock by singing the “ Spirit of 
God,” &c. After prayer, by elder Snow, 
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was sung, “0, Zion, when I think of 
thee,” &c. 

Elder Pratt then made some further 
remarks on the simultaneous teachings 
of the spirit in: England and America, 
in respect, to emigration. 

The meeting was further addressed by 
elders Mc. CANN, CoTTam, and MILLER. 

Elder Pratt then proposed the follow- 


ing resolution, 


That the presidents and elders of the several 
of this realm in conference assembled, 
ourselves, to instruct 
our to fulfil 
the objects no — Snider’s mission to this land, 
ceived. 


the epistle of the twelve now re- 

Seconded by elder Watt, and carried 
unanimously. 

Elder Snow then addressed the meet- 
ing, and stated the method they had 
adopted in the London conference of 
raising funds for the temple, which was 
by holding tea meetings, at which times 
any one wishing to appropriate anything 
to this purpose had the opportunity. 
Elder 8. concluded his address by sing- 
ing beautifully in tongues. 

Several of the elders then addressed 
the meeting; and several spoke in 
tongues, and interpretations were given. 

Elder Pratt cautioned the Saints 
against extremes, and that while we had 
done our duty towards those amongst 
whom we had laboured so long, but who 
still would not listen, yet we were not 
to understand that we cease to preach 
to the Gentiles, but be ready to proclaim 
the truth with all our heart to every one 
that will hear. He also wished them to 
understand, that money or goods that 
may be forwarded to Nauvoo, for the 
Temple and Nauvoo House, will not ne- 
cessarily be a gift, but that it will be 
appropriated by trustees, and the indi- 
viduals transmitting it, will become 
stock-holders in the property to which it 
may be applied. 

The meeting was then dismissed. 

Evening.—The meeting being opened 
by singing and prayer, it was moved by 
elder A. CorDON, and seconded by elder - 
Warp, “ That Leeds, York, Doncaster, 


| 

That we feel to and second the exer- 
tions of our brethren in Zion, by every means in 

our power, to erect the Temple of the Lord in 


